


-2 cts. 


. and 
| pre- 
many 
‘nm in 
says; 
ch on 


ul of- 
ished 


bout s 


ot be 
mur- 
ist, it 

evi- 
lood. 
ough 
nselt 
L re- 
ously 
lack- 


? 
nell, 
vol- 
must 
in be 
trait- 
ninal 


-New 





od 





THE HANGMAN. 














‘*¢ 1 shall ask for the 


Abolition of the Penalty of Death until I have the Infallibility ofHuman Judgment demonstrated to 


me.’’.... Lafayette. 














ee 


Vol. I.] 


Boston, (Mass.,) Wednesday, April 2, 1845. 


[| New Series—No. 1. 








THH HANGMAN, 


Published every Wednesday Morning, at 38 
Cornhill, Boston. 


TERMS.—One Dovvar a year, in advance. Twen- 
-Five Cents will be added for every three months’ 























lay. 

WE received for six months. 

Five Dollars will be received in advance for Six Co- 
‘es. Ten Dollars in advance for Thirteen Copies.— 
ingle numbers Two Cents. 


J. N. BANG, Printer. 








A PHILOLOGICAL CRITICISM ON GEN. IX. 6. 


BY REV. 8S. C. LOVELAND. 


hoso sheddeth man’s blood,” by man shall his blood 
be shed; for in the image of God made he man.’ 


I have been requested to examine the Hebrew 
ext of the above-named passage, and to offer the 
esult of such examination to some of our re- 
gious periodicals for publication. I have, there- 
pre, concluded to offer my thoughts aa the sub- 

ect to the Universalist Miscellany. 

| On account of the prominent place which this 
assage occupies in the controversy on Capital 
unishment, it is very proper, respecting what- 
ver ambiguities there may be in the original 
ext, that these should be deciphered and gene- 
lly known. I design, therefore, that my re- 
parks shall be purely philological, leaving the 
oplication of the text to others. 
his text, as it stands in the common transla- 
jon, reads as follows: ‘ Whoso sheddeth man’s 
lood, by man shall his blood be shed : for in the 
mage of God made he man.’ There is nothing 

the Hebrew that precisely corresponds to the 
word whoso, being the first Hebrew word, being 
present participle, answering to the English, 
hedding or pouring out, But this participle 
nust have reference to men, beasts, or things, 
nd this reference we must learn from such 
ireumstances as the subject affords. There 
s one peculiarity to Hebrew participles which 
ften renders them more definite than the Eng- 
sh, and that is the distinction of gender. The 
irticiple, in this case rendered whoso, is mas- 
iline. This would decide the reference be- 
ynd all dispute, were it not for a single circum- 
ance. In the Hebrew language there are but 
to genders, the masculine and the feminine. 

‘nouns or names in the English language which 
¥ call neuter, must find corresponding words in 
t» Hebrew, that are there called masculine or 
fainine, and they may be either. Thus, a mas- 
cine or feminine participle in Hebrew, may be 
dered by a neuter noun or participle in Eng. 
la, whenever the nature of the subject so re- 
qires. All cases of this kind are to be decided 
bthe subject itself. If, then, we substitute 
watsoever for whoso, the reference would then 
sem to include both man and beast, or either. 
Te text would then read, ‘ Whatsoever sheds 
mu’s blood, by man shall its blood be shed,’ 
& The Hebrew word for beast, in the pre- 
€ing verse, is feminine. Had the participle 
0 whoso sheddeth (shedding) been feminine, the 
esrence would have been very plain, that it 
old not have been to man, nor could have in- 
lded man, but must have referred exclusively 
Oveasts, as expressed in the preceding verse. 
Bu as the introductory part of the Hebrew text 
Gn. ix. 6,) now stands, we cannot pronounce 
ie present translation, whoso sheddeth, to be a 
ation of any grammatical construction; not- 
witystanding, for the reason before given, it 
hight admit the variation which has been sug- 
bested, whatsoever sheds or sheddeth, or referring 
® either man or beast. 

Another point of some degree of ambiguity 
Ppears in the phrase, shall be shed. The Hebrew 
rerhb equally as well favors the translation, will 
be shed. Verbs, in Hebrew, have no auxiliaries 
orresponding to our shall or will, to express the 
Uture tense. They are put in the future by 
ertain prefixes, united to their original words ; 
nd their corresponding features are expressed, 
2 our language, by shall or will, as may be 
hought best to suit the sense intended to be 
°nveyed. This remark is applicable to most 
erbs in the future tense in the original of the 
tw Testament and in the Old. But, in some 
Ustances, where will, as a sign of the future, 
curs, it is the translation of a distinct word, as 
01 Tim. ii. 4. 

have noticed one other instance of ambiguity, 
“hich I would place before the reader. This is 

















































by varying the punctuation with regard to the 
phrase, by man. If the comma that is now 
placed before this phrase be removed to the 
close of it, it will then make the passage just 
what every friend to the abolition of capital Punish- 
ment would have it. Pointed in this manner, 
the text would read, ‘‘ Whoso sheddeth man’s 
blood by man, his blood shall (or will) be shed,” 
&e. This would be saying, in effect, exactly 
what the Saviour said, ‘All they that take the 
sword, shall perish by the sword.’ Matt. 
xxvi. 52. 

The next inquiry to be made is, have we a 
right thus to alter the punctuation? On what 
authority can we do it? In answer to these 
questions, it may be remarked, we have no rea- 
son to believe the punctuation of the BikJe forms 
any part of the original text. The Hebrew 
copies of the Old Testament were not originally 
pointed. The pointing of the common English 
translation, therefore, can neither be of divine 
authority, nor a copy of that which is of such 
authority. This being, then, the state of the 
case, I shall now lay before the reader what 4 
have found in support of the sense conveyed by 
this method of pointing the passage, from dif- 
ferent translations. 

In favor of this sense of the passage, we find 
the Greek Septuagint, a translation from the 
Hebrew, said to have been made about the year 
285 before Christ. The following which gives 
the sense very fairly, though it is not literal, is 
Thomson’s translation: ‘ He who sheddeth 
man’s blood, shall for it: have his own blood 
poured out; for in the image of God I have made 
man.’ The following, though not elegant lan- 
guage, is an exact translation of the Septuagint :-— 
‘He who sheddeth (or he shedding) the blood 
of man, for the blood of him, it shall be shed.’ 
The nominative to the Greek verb for shall be 
shed, is understood. Ihave put the word it in 
this translation, as referring to the blood of the 
man who sheds another man’s blood. 

The Latin Vulgate is known to be a very an- 
cient translation, and has ever been esteemed by 
the Roman Catholics of equal authority with the 
original Hebrew text. This favors the same 
sentiment, by leaving the Hebrew baadam, ren- 
dered in English by man, untranslated. The 
Vulgate does not, therefore, say, ‘‘ by man shall 
his blood be shed.” The text, literally transla- 
ted from the Vulgate, reads in this manner, 


|  Wosoever shall (or will), shed human blood, 


his blood shall (or will) be shed; for in the 
image of God man was made.” 

Another authority in favor of the same sense 
is Arias Montanus, who has interlined the text 
of the whole Hebrew Bible with Latin. He has 
placed the comma at the close of the phrase, by 
man, ( per hominem,) in his Latin snansletion, in- 
stead of placing it before it, 4s in our common 
English Bible. The same pointing is found in 
the common Protestant French Bible, by which 
the whole force of its authority goes to the sup- 
port of the same sentiment. 

In the foregoing I have given all the authori- 
ties in my possession, that favor the sense given 
by removing the comma from the commencement 
of the phrase, by man, to the end of it. 

On the other side of the question, in support 
of the punctuation of our Bible, I find it cor- 
roboraged by the Protestant Latin translation of 
Tremellius and Junius, and likewise by the Ger- 
man translation of Martin Luther. To these 
two may be added the English translation of 
M’Ray, a Scotch translator. These are all au- 
thorities which I have on the subject; and it 
must be acknowledged that the balance, both as 
it respects antiquity and character for Hebrew 
learning, is in favor of the altered punctuation 
which I have named. 

As it respects the Hebrew text itself, it may 
be remarked that were the present punctuation 
clearly decisive on this subject, still we should 
be unable to receive it as forming a part of the 
inspired original. Itcould only be considered as 
the views of Jewish commentators, in compara- 
tively more recent ages of the world. Taken 
even in this light, they may be considered of 
high authority. Buta complete knowledge of 
them is one of the nicest things in Hebrew learn- 
ing. In the first draft which I made of this arti- 
cle, I endeavored to give a description of these 
pauses, so far as they relate to the text under 
consideration. But coming out so nearly where 
I began, I concluded, on further reflection, to 
suppress my remarks, as they threw little or no 
light on the pathway of the general reader. I 
must, therefore, say, so far as punctuation is 
concerned, I can gather nothing decisive on the 
subject, from the Hebrew ; though I believe the 


Septuagint, Vugate, Arias Montanus, and the 
French Bible, an be equally as well vindicated 
from the letter of the Hebrew, and much better 
from the general sentiment and connection of the 
sacred pages.— Universalist Miscellany. 


SDD DLOIOPOOOPOPOMWOYI OY YE YOY OOO" 


SENTENCE ON JAMES EAGAR, 


For the wilful Murder of Philip Williams in 
Rossevelt Street, in December last— Melancholy 
Effects of Jealousy. 


The prisoner (Eagar) was placed at the bar 
to receive his sentence, and seemed insensible 


appeared perfectly callous and indifferent as to his 
fate. He committed the crime of which he has 
been found guilty, under the influence of jeal- 
ousy. We have already described him as a man 
belonging to the lowest class of laborers, of a 
perfectly stupid expression of countenance, be- 
traying at the same time strong animal passions ; 
his general aspect is forbidding. 

M. C. Paterson, Esq., District Aftorney, ap- 
peared in his place, and said—May it please the 
court, the prisoner at the bar has been tried at 
this term of the court, on a charge of murder, 
and I ask for judgment upon the verdict. It is 
my painful duty to move for the judgment of 
the court. 

Mr. Brady—I wish to intimate to the court 
that I intend, in good faith, to put in a bill of ex- 
ceptions, and intend to argue it before the Su- 
preme Court. 

Court.—Let the prisoner be placed at the bar. 

The prisoner here stood up and was arraigned 
by the clerk in the usual form for sentence, and 
asked the usual question, ‘‘ Have you any thing 
to say why judgment should not be pronounced 
upon you?” 

Prisoner, (in a deep, half-smothered tone, re- 
plied) I have not much, sir, Mr. McDonnell and 
Mr. Lord came up that morining to the watch- 
man, and Mr. McDonnell was the first that saw 
me. 

The Court then addressed the prisoner as fol- 
lows :—James Eagar, you have had a full and a 
fair trial in this matter—you have been well de- 
fended by able lawyers. The District Attorney, 
who conducted the prosecution, has done it with 
much fairness, and afforded you every opportun- 
ity for your defence, and done it with great care. 
Your own counsel has done you every justice. 
You have had every fair opportunity, for the 
court and the jury have all watched your case 
with great care and deliberation—they have acted 
wisely and well on the inquiry into the cause of 
that man’s death. This you have not disputed ; 
but whether it was deliberate murder or man- 
slaughter, were questions which were given to 
the jury. They have found you guilty of the 
high crime of murder. In the whole progress of 
your case, we have found nothing to find fault 
with, except the evi] passions that seemed to 
sway you. You have on the whole of this case 
manifested a disposition of stolid indifference ; 
and if you have any hope of pardon or escape, | 
warn you to dismiss all hopes from your mind. 
It was natural that the jury should entertain such 
feelings of mercy: but we can’t sit here and act 
in that view. Our feelings of sympathy are as 
great; but we have a duty to perform to society, 
and hold it to be our solemn duty to warn you 
that you have nothing to hope for—feeling that 
you are falling a sacrifice to the avengeful feeling 
of society. Your counsel has said that it would 
be such a sacrifice as would have no effect upon 
the mind of any one, after you should have 
passed away—but we are not to sacrifice the 
well being of society, by not visiting with the 
due penalty of the law, the crime which your 
own evil passions have brought on you. With- 
out any pains to take care, or efforts on your part 
to confirm the unjust suspicions which haunted 
you, watched that young man on that fatal morn- 
ing—waylaid him, and stabbed him twice. For 
all this, we want some apology, and even the 
sacrifice, in order that to others whom bad pas- 
sion stimulates to the commission of crime, your 
sad fate may be a warning—a warning, too, as to 
the evil consequences of intoxication. We find 
in the whole of this case, nothing but the evil 
passions which have governed you. You, there- 
fore, are not fit to be trusted abroad in society. 
You have sacrificed the life of a human being 
without cause, and it would be unsafe to allow 
you to go abroad, and when we render you a 
sacrifice to public jnstice—we render such a 
sacrifice as will act asa public warning to others, 





There is a part of the community, fortunately 
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pointing, whic] rests upon the authority of the. 


to the awful situation in which he stands, as he |: 





for whom such a sacrifice is unnecessary—those 
who possess a proper reverence for Christianity. 
But there are others—the evil disposed—per- 
sons, without education, who are surrounded by 
a class of persons who violate law, and defy 
justice—upon this class, your dreadful fate is 
intended to operate; towards these you are 
made a sacrifice, that your death may be a warn- 
ing to that class of persons who live in vice and 
idleness, and take the law in their own hands. 
To all these your fearful end will be a warning, 
and I mentien this in the hope that those who 
hear of your fate will take warning by it. Ifthe 
wild passion which penetrates the dark recesses 
of the human heart, warning like the force of 
the lighthing, has prompted you to the commis- 
sion of this dark deed of destruction, you must 
take the evil consequences. You have but a 
few days to live—you are to be cut off from the 
path of life—and I wish you to see there will be 
no reprieve for you. You will pass from life 
with wonderful rapidity : and I entreat you to 
use the few days you have to live so as to make 
your peace with your Creator---you are to dis- 
miss all hope, and I trust with assistance you are 
to receive, that you will be able to make a full 
atonement for the dreadful crime of which you 
have been found guilty—you are to be taken 
from the prison from which you came, and on 
the 9th of May, between the hours of 1 and 2 
o'clock, we sentence you that you be hanged by 
the neck until you are dead. 

The prisoner received his sentence without 
the slightest symptom of emotion, and immedi- 
ately turned round and spoke to his counsel. 

Court—We now in the presence of the Court 
deliver to the sheriff the warrant for the prison- 
er’s execution, 

[A thrilling sensation was produced by this 
announcement. The prisoner withdrew in cus- 
tody—in irons.|—New York Weekly Herald, 


PPA AM NOY yorroryoyr—~r—~vr—~——~"F" 


SENSIBILITY OF THE PHARISEES, 


Tne Ipswich Express publishes a statement 
that puts the sensibilities of the dwellers of Ips- 
wich in the rosiest light. If we are to believe 
the Express, then are Ipswich folks of the por- 
celain of all human clay, having the very tend- 
erest affections towards—themselves. At the 
present time, it appears, there are three convicts 
in Ipswich gaol under sentence of death. Well 
the town of Ipswich bestirs itself, and despatches 
‘an earnest petition to the Secretary of State’ 
—for what! Is the town doubtful of the efficacy 
of Capital Punishments, and therefore does it 
sue for a commutation of the sentence? By no 
means ; the town leaves the culprits to the halter, 
and in the depths of its tenderness only thinks 
of itself! The petition, ‘signed by the author- 
ities of the town,’ is to this benevolent effect; 
it prays— 

‘ That the prisoner [Mary Sheming] might be 
respited until the execution of the two Howells 
and Shipley, in the hope that the town might be 
spared the infliction of two public executions,” 

And the town of Ipswich feels its heart some- 
what Le lighter, ‘for an advance has been made” 
towards its wishes, Mary Sheming being respi 
until the 11th inst. But— . ‘a 

‘The execution of the other criminals being 
ordered to take place on the 25th of January, it 
is not improbable that, in deference to the earn- 
est petition of the authorities, the female pris- 
oners may receive a further respite.’ 

That is, the law, cat-like, but in deference to 
the authorities, may sport with the agony of Mary 
Sheming until the 25th! The reputation of Sir 
James Graham as Home Secretary, certainly 
owes something to the condemned cell; and as 
he has linked his name with that of Mary Furley, 
he may not in this latter instance refuse historic 
companionship with Mary Sheming. 

But why, allow us to ask, should there not 
be two executions, if executions are permitted 
atall! Their advocates contend that they are 
beneficial as public examples. If so, why should 
there not be two examples instead of one? Why 
not, to the shuddering population of Ipswich, 
read two terrible moral lessons? Wherefore lose 
one awful opportunity of illustrating the solemn 
usefulness of the punishment of death! Or if, 
indeed, the feelings of the town are so acute—if 
Ipswich shrinks at the thought of so appalling, 
so ghastly an exhibition—wherefore hang at all ! 
The advocates of hanging, as a social example, 
should rather husband their resources, that their 
influence might be more frequent. To beg a 
respite, only that there may be a double execu- 
tion, is certainly to lessen the number of whole- 
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some examples. We are aware that George the 
Third—a very great authority on hanging—was 
not of this opinion. Under his reign there was | 
always what Peachem calls ‘a decent execution.” | 
It is a fact, not to be too frequently quoted | 
against the champions of the gallows, that on 
the 23d of June, 1784—sub rego pio—the New 
Drop was first used, when fifteen convicts were 
together executed. More than this; from the 
following February to the Ist of December, 
there were ninety-siz—more than an average of 
two a week—hanged in front of Newgate; and 
for what? Why, the great majority for offences 
which in the present time would be punished 
with various terms of transportation, the evil- 
doers being first taught a trade in a Model Pris- 
on. Let it be known that fifteen human creat- 
ures were to be hanged in the Old Bailey on 
Monday,—and the metropolis, nay, the whole 
country, would rise in indignation against the 
wickedness which, our forefathers thought ne- 
cessary to social security, as their forefathers, in 
their daily business walks, saw in the heads of 
traitors festering on Temple Bar, the ghastly yet 
fitting evidences of the right divine of kings. 
To return, however, to Ipswich and the self- 
ishness of its sympathies. In its tenderness for 
itself, and its apathy towards the suffering con- 
vict, we are reminded of the sensibility of a 
certain lady of fashion. She had a pet spaniel 
that, in a momentary freak, bit a piece out of the 
footman’s leg. Whereupon, the lady, thinking 
of the dog as if indeed it were a part of herself, 
exclaimed—“ Poor little dear! I hope it wont 
make it ill.” Now, never mind the sufferings 
of Mary Sheming, but don’t let Ispwich be made 
ill—if Ipswich be ‘ spared an infliction.’—Punch. 


Che Hangman. 


CHARLES SPEAR, EpITOR AND PROPRIETOR. 
J. M. Spear, Corresponding Editor. 


Boston, April 2, 1845. 
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0FTo our Frienps anp Orners. We take the 
usual liberty customary in such cases, of sending cop- 
ies of our paper to many individuals, with the avowed 
object of entering their names as permanent subscrib- 
ers. Terms One Dollar a year, in advance. We trust 
that there are brave hearts enough to sustain us in the 
course we have marked out. We want their aid in 
establishing a PERFECTLY FREE PRESS. If we 
can have that aid, no fault shall attach to us, that 
it is not so.—If there be any to whom this sheet is 
sent, who do not wish to become our patrons, they 
will please return the same in an envelope, with their 
name and name of Town written thereon, directed to 
Cuar.es Srear, 38 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 

Communications for this paper are solicited. 
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70 OUR PATRONS AND THE FRIENDS OF HUMANITY. 


In entering upon a new volume, it would seem 
proper to present our thanks to our former patrons 
and also state some reasons for the continuance of 
this periodical. When we commenced we had but 
a very faint idea of continuing our labors beyond the 
thirteen numbers. But we have been urged to go 
forward and establish a Journal of this character on a 
permanent foundation. In compliance with numer- 
ous solicitations we venture then upon the untried 
scenes of a year. We have become more and more 
satisfied of the necessity of a publication of this 
nature. 

We have been promised aid from several distin- 
guished writers: among them is Professor Urpnam of 
Bowdoin College, Rev. S. J. May, and S. E. Coves, 
President of the American Peace Society. We have 
seen to some extent already the benefit of our la- 
bors. The subject has been probably more agitated 
this winter than for many years past. But the} 
friends of this cause must remember that our labors | 
have just begnn. There is a very strong opposition | 
to be encountered ; there are deep-rooted prejudices | 
to be overcome. To accomplish the labors of re- | 
moving the gallows, will require years of labor. And_ 
we must work and work hard, with heart and hand, 
by day and night; in high places and low places, in | 
the synagogue and the market place, in season and 
out of season. The gallows must fall. It has sur- 
vived the whipping post, the rack, the wheel, the 
faggot and other kindred modes of torture. We must 
send forth a voice that will reach the hearts of the, 
oppressors of humanity. We have been indifferent 
tuo long. Our Legislature must be awakened to a | 
sense of duty. The church must be aroused. The 
press must be brought to bear upon the cruel and in- | 
human law that condemns a fellow being to death. 

To accomplish all this, there must be great effort. 





Agents must be sent forth ; tracts must be circulated, | 
and the whole community must be aroused to action. | 
This Reform now is beginning to claim that atten- 
tion which its importance has long demanded. But 
we need pecuniary assistance. We have no means 
whatever to employ in this great work. Even our | 
first number must be published without a single dollar | 
to meet the expences. We feel then that the friends | 
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of this cause should take hold in g@d earnest. We 
must have aid. To whom shall look? Not to 
the rich, for they have always uphdd the gallows; 
not to the prisoner himself, for he his been cast off 
by society ; not to the church, for sje still maintains 
this bloody law ; not to our rulers they have no 
hearts to feel. To whom then shalj we look? We 
must go to the few who feel for suffering humanity, 
to the common people as they arejcalled. Here is 
our strength. Let us then go forwa@d, and not cease 
in our efforts till the last gallows isfemoved from the 
earth and the great cause of humagty is carried for- 
ward to its final triumph. 


DANIEL CONNELL 


It is not generally known, perhaps in this country, 
that this honored individual isa warm and devoted 
advocate of the Abolition of the Punishment of Death. 
Ever since the publication of our ‘Essays,’ we 
thought of transmitting to him a copy. We felt the 
more anxious about this because by a very fortunate 
and singular occurrence we met witha speech deliver- 
ed by him on that subject in London. While pre- 
paring that work, we had occasion to notice the 
melancholy truth of the execution of the innocent. 
Among the victims who have <hus fallen, O’Connell 
gives a particular description ef the execution of two 
brothers at one time, and three at another. These 
cases came within his own practice. He describes 
in burning and glowing language, the frantic and 
touching scene at the parting of her mother and her 
three sons. Never have we been more moved by 
the reading of any document. And so great was the 
effect on the mind of this truly great man that from 
that hour he gave up, we believe, engaging in capital 
cases. His speech is one of the ablest we have ever 
read. “We would before this have given it to the 
readers of ‘the Hangman,’ but for one reason. In 
conducting a periodica! devoted to the Abolition of 
Capital Punishment, we have studiously avoided so 
far from quoting our own published work. Many 
persons have remarked that our work was sufficient 
and that the paper would probabiy contain nothing 
new. For this reason many facts have not been 
published in this periodical. But we are losing sight 
of the main object of this artiele. After consulting 
with some friends, we directed our binder to prepare 
a book in superior style as a present for this truly 
great man. Several inscriptions were suggested but 
the following seemed most appropriate :— 


TO DANIEL O'CONNELL, THE FRIEND OF THE OPPRESSED. 


We believed in our heart that if any man deserved 
this title that it belonged to this distinguished indi- 
vidual. We consulted our friend Wm. Luoyp Gar- 
RISON on the surest way of transmitting it to him, 
and he directed that it had better be sent to his 
friend and the friend of humanity generally, James 
Haventon of Dublin. Faithfulto the trust reposed 
in him, he sent it to O’Connexi, and by the last 
Steamer, we find the work has been received, and, 
we take pleasure in giving the correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Haventon and O’ConneELL :— 


‘35, Eccles-street, 22d January, 1845. 
‘My Dear Mr. O’Connett—The author of the 
accompanying work on Capital Punishment, the Rev. 
Charles Spear, of Boston, has transmitted it to me, 
and requested me to offer it you for your acceptance. 
I have great pleasure in complying with this request. 
The exterior of the book is beautiful, but its interior 
is superlative. At page 117, you will see some fine 
sentiments of your own, on the horrid practice of 
murdering our brethren according to law! ! I wish 
the book could obtain a wide circulation in Ireland ; 
if you would wish to promote it by sending it to the 
Repeal Reading Rooms, and that you will kindly let 
me know your sentiments on the matter, I will have 
pleasure in communicating them to the author. 
‘Tam, my dear Sir, faithfully yours, 
‘JAMES HAUGHTON, 
* To Alderman O'Connell, M. P.’ 


* Merrion-square, 4th Feb. 1645. 


‘My Dear Frienp—I beg your pardon for not 
having sooner acknowledged your kindness in send- 
ing me Mr. Charles Spear’s admirable work on the 
Abolition of the Punishment of Death. May I beg 
of you when you write to that Gentleman, to present 
him my respects, and to assure him of my gratitude 
for his kind present of that work, which I admire very 
much. There may be some shades of difference be- 
tween him and me, on some of the principles enun- 
ciated in bis work, none atall upon the practical 
Abolition of tbe Punishment of Death, totally, and 
without reserve. 

‘ Believe me to be, very faithfully yours, 
‘DANIEL O'CONNELL. 
‘ To James Haughton, Esq., 
*35, Eccles sjreet.’ 


RUM AND MURDER. 


Rum—Two persons murdered—A third wounded 


“~~ 7TTCCTVe Cie. 
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— The supposed murderer taken and lodged in 
Jail! 


Last Monday (St. Patrick’s day) several Irishmen, 
who had been employed Mm grading the Old Colony 
Rail Road, went from Abington to a miserable dram 
shop in Hanover, Mass., kept by a notorious inividual 
named Seth Perry, when a quarrel ensued, and two 


of the laborers were shot dead upon the spot, and a 
third, who attempted to escape, was badly wounded, 
a ball passing into his head. Perry the keeper of the 
grogery, was soon taken, accused of the murder, and 
is now lodged in the Plymouth County Jail. I learn 
that his face was much bruised, and that his clothes 
were covered with blood. 

It is but a few days since Barrett was executed in 
this State, and we now have not less than three per- 
sons in prison, who are accused of committing capital 
crimes done since his execution. Verily there is but 
little evidence of the restraining influence of the gal- 
lows in this Commonwealth. Having murdered in 
the heat of passion, and under the exciting influence 
of intoxicating liquor two of his fellow-men, shall 
Perry now be deliberately murdered by the State? I 
hope not. Depraved though he unquestionably is, 
yet is he not a man and a brother ? 

Connected as this dreadful case intimately is with 
intemperance, a hope is indulged that it will in- 
duce the friends of temperance and humanity to la- 
bor with greater diligence to discountenance the sale 
and use of all that can intoxicate. J. M.S. 


ee ee eee ee ee ee 


A SHORT CONVERSATION, 


Improving a leisure moment when spending a few 
days recently in Bath, Maine, I visited the alms- 
house of that place. I soon found myself engaged 
in a spirited conversation with the matron of the in- 
stitution on the subject of Capital Punishment. 
Among other questions, she inquired what I would 
do with the murderer. I replied, that were he in my 
hands, I would say to him, * go and sin no more.’ 

‘You would not make a very good ruler,’ said one 
of the overseers of the poor, who happened to be 
present. ‘Would Jesus Christ make a good ruler’ 
said 1; ‘for I have only used his words when a 
woman was brought to him accused of a capital 
crime?’ The overseer did not know about that. 

Turning now to the matron I inquired what she 
would do in case it should be left to her to say 
whether the murderer should be executed or not. 
She thought she should decide to hang him. “Let 
me suppose a case, madam. You have two sons. 
One murders the other, as Cain did Abel. He is pur- 
sued, overtaken, tried and found guilty. The judge 
now turns to you, and says, ‘mother, here is your 
son. He has been tried by a jury of his countrymen, 
and found guilty of the murder of his brother. I 
now place him at your disposal. You shall say 
what his punishment shal! be.’ I now appeal to you, 
madam, would you decide that .your son should be 
executed upon the scaffold?” She hesitated a mo- 
ment, and then said she had never looked at the sub- 
ject in that light before. 

Reader, have you looked at this subject in this 
light? Are you a sheriff? Could you hang your 
brother? Are not all men brothers? ‘Have we 
not all one Father? Hath not one God created us ?’ 

J. M. 8. 


PLALAA FAA FAP AO 


‘JournaL oF Prison DiscipLine AND Puian- 
THROPY.’ 

Such is the title of a handsomely printed Quarterly 

of 96 pages, published by the * Phil. Society for al- 

leviating the miseries of Public Prisons.” We hail 
its appearance with feelings of peculiar joy. We 
need a work devoted to the interests of poor convicts. 

They have been neglected and forgotten long enough, 

and it is high time that something were done to 

improve their condition. This Journal is just what 
we need; it will be devoted to the exposition and pro- 
mulgation of correct views on Prison Dicipline, Police 
systems, Asylums for the insane poor, Societies for 
the aid of discharged prisoners, and other reforms 
immediately connected with these subjects. It will 
also be rendered more interesting and instructive by 
the introduction of biographical sketches of cqlebrated 
Philanthropists, accompanied with portraits, and by 
plans and descriptions of the best methods of Prison 
constructions. We have read several of the arti- 
cles, and take pleasure in saying, they are written 
with great ability, and embody many facts that will 
cheer the hearts of all true philanthropists. Let the 

Journal be sustained. Price $2.00 per annum. 

We shall take occasion to enrich our columns by 
extracts from some of its articles. 

Resulis of Capital Punishment ; or the fate of Harry 
Montgomery. A Play in Four parts. By C. Har- 
ris and W. 8. Hanty. 

In our paper of March 5, we alluded to the fact 
that the drama was now coming to our assistance 
in the enterprize of the abolition of Capital Punish- 
ment. We understand now that the above play is 
about ready for the public and that the Melodeon has 
been secured for the purpose. We have read this 
production with great interest. The plot is well- 
drawn, and the whole play is thrilling in the ex- 
treme. We think it well calculated to produce a 
good moral effect on the public mind. We under- 
stand that extensive preparations have been made for 
the scenery. We have found that the impression has 
gone abroad that there is to be an execution on the 
stage. This isnottrue. We have been somewhat 
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surprised lately that even the advocates of the deg 
penalty have become so squeamish about the puybj 
exhibition of this form of punishment! We » 
assure the public that there is nothing in the why, 
play but what may be seen with advantage even | 
the most fastidious. Even parents may take the 
children to this exhibitton with great moral adv, 
tage. We trust that the enterprising manager yj 
meet with encouragement. 


PAPAL" 


Lynn.—We had the pleasure of addressing 4 
inhabitants of this town on March 23. At an ea 
hour an immense audience assembled, and such 
the eagerness to hear that many persons were un 
to find seats, and went away. On Monday evenj 
a meeting was held by a Debating Society, and 
effort was made to find a way for us to speak, but 
it could not be done without breaking the consti) 
tion, it was given up, and we had the pleasure 





listening to the various arguments for and agaiy daily 
the gallows. The speakers for the gallows wejmpntertain 
Henry Clapp, Jr. the well-known editor of the Pioneempt far di 
Frederick Douglass, and Mr. Cobb, of Lynn. ¢ eee 
the other side was J. N. Buffum, Oliver Porter, » Ia 
others. We thought friend Clapp made quite a speed 
considering his sudden conversion to the subject ; 

the gallows. We were very much entertained wi; - 
many of the remarks of Mr. Cobb, though not y 

highly edified. 

We would inform our subscribers in Lynn, th I have | 
we shall send the papers by Pratt’s express to imp?! whict 
care of ChristopherJohnson, agent. This arrangemespme'™” !48 
we believe will suit them better than by the Lib snag 

hose 


tor bundle as our paper comes out on Wednesday. 


We unfortunately lost a few names obtained mee: 
J. N. Buffum, in the church, on Sunday evening’ ©*" 
Will those friends forward their names again ? on of the 

hould be 
PIE OO * aper ; bu 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THE Parer.—It will be s r one ex 
that we have made several improvements in the firsi,jn Aug 
number of the present volume. We have slizhil/Mibad ii, au 
enlarged it; we have removed both cuts from tui; his bro 
paper; the one atthe head because we have though ope som: 
it would suit our readers generally to have that parMiim, I d 
of the paper filled with matter. We have excluddMiBa) but h 
all advertisements, except our own books, and we i Bib, by our 
tend to have the whole paper filled with readingMy Washi 
matter, with that exeeption. We know it will coslbrtract. 
us much more for the paper, but we do believe (hil «1, the 
the friends of the cause will be more willing to aidfMumble li 
us if we adopt this,plan. It will also be seen thajferance in 
we have changed’our publication office from No, sfpmt the St 
to No. 38, Cornhill. In the mailing departmen a og 

‘ : : 0, for ul 
(which by the way we are obliged to hire dohe,) the Hot 
have secured the services of Mr. Horatio Corlis{ Bij to beco 
clerk of Mr. Abel Tompkins, who will be faithful He | 
seeing that the papers are forwarded every week ( ey 
day before the regular date of the paper. m to sig 

PRRArrrnrrn~mnsmmr igings, a 
LETTER FROM HON. ROBERT RANTOUL. rod 


strious ¢ 
Mr. Au 


We take great pleasure in laying the follows net, 1 
mpt, 


letter before our readers. It is from one of the m 





faithful men engaged in the cause to which our pi ein. © 
is devoted. He will excuse us for giving publigy MiBar, has | 
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to his generosity. We hope to hear from him oftp 


Beverly, February 2th, 1845. 
Rev. Cuartes Spear, Dear Sir,—I acknowl 
the recept of yours of the 25th, and in compliap 


















( * BiPrance, wv 
with your request, send you fifty copies of my sq’ BiB ihe con, 
report upon the subject of Capital Punishment BR ovolent 


February 1836, 
I am much obliged to you for the invitation to b- 
tend and preside at the proposed meeting on Sunby 
evening next for your benefit, but must decline jhe 
honor you propose, and do not think it wall be qo 
venient for me to visit Boston at that time. Thq! 
need not save any money by my non-attendam:, 
I enclose to you the amount of the expense of: 
visit to Boston and request your acceptance ol it 
in lieu of my attendance, and hope that you #ill 
derive encouragement to proceed in the good cate, 
for which you have already done so much, by the 
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sult of the proposed meeting. Mr. Samuel E. Cones py 
requested me to state, when I was at the meeting|i0 HR. a mou: 
the Representative’s Hall on the 10th instant, b¢ Bbse of th 
commencement of the movement in our State Lege Marly all | 
lature upon the snbject of the abolition of Capit! a 
Punishment. I did not then recollect dates so as « Hired to 1) 
comply with his desire but can now state, with soe Hi, howe 
degree of confidence, that Deacon Thomas Keniall, by 5 
then a Representative from Boston, but now eful citiz 
Brookline, in January 1829, offered a motion to the public 
House, that the subject might be considered by * Bich occ: 
committee. This motion was referred to the Judi TR drunkar 
ciary Committee, of which the Hon. Francis Baylies BBston thi 
of Taunton, was chairman. The Committee vet) Bnsiderati 
soon reported against any alteration, and Deacod ould not 
Kendall, made some remarks in opposition to the t Hint in oo 
port, when Mr. Baylies made an able speech in 80? BBaled anc 
port of this report ; but not confining himself to the & by the 
subject of discussion, he attacked Deacon Kendall leat ‘hum, 
rsonally, with his usual wit, ridicule and sarcas™ [Ad respec, 
Bat Deacon Kendal, and the subject in which he felt  redenae 
such a deep interest, found an equally able defendet @,); the 
in the Hon. Caleb Cushing, then a Representative B, ted y 
from Newburyport. Mr. Cushing’s speech was mat- &,,. the 
ly and philanthrophic, and had a powerful influence &. has b 
upon the House. The result was that the report o ished ¢ 
the Judiciary Committee was referred to a specia commu 
Committee who had under consideration the expedi- Binge 
ency of a revision of the Penal Code, to which Bn. 4.1), 
committee, Cushing and the late Hon. Theodor Boi. 5. 





Sedgwick, of Stockbridge, both of whom were know® 
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HANGMAN. 











» be favorable to an alteration of the laws in re- 
ard to Capital Punishment, were added. I do not 
collect anything deserving particular notice, occur- 
ing upon the subject again, until March 1831, 
when on the motion of Deacon Kendall, William Sul- 
iyan, Robert Rantoul, Thomas Kendall, Oliver Hold- 
»p and John B. Davis, were appointed a Committee 
o consider the subject of Capital Punishment, and 
9 report at the next session. On the 10th. of June 
931, an elaborate report, prepared by William Sul- 
ivan, as chairman of the last named Committee, was 
resented to the House, and ordered to be printed. 
his report was noticed in an article of the Christian 
xaminer for March, 1832, and was ably received in 
he same periodical for July, 1833. Since that time 
here have been several lengthy repos in favor of, 
sweil as against the abolition of Capital Punish- 
nent, printed by order of the two branches of the 
gislature. That of February~22d, 1636, is the 
nost thorough and comprehensive in favor of aboli- 
on, and that of 1837, by the Hon. Charles Hudson 
more full than any other agetont it. In 1835 and 
337, reports in favor of abolition were made by the 
uthor of the report of 1838. The cause ggg | 
daily gaining ground in the community, and = 
ntertain the hope and expectation that the time is 
ot far distant when the laws will not brutalize ; the 
slings of those, which it is their professed object, 
» deter from crime. 
I am, very respectfully, 
Dear Sir, your obedient servant, 
Rozert RanTovt. 


JOHN AUGUSTUS. 

I have read with deep interest the excellent Memo- 
al which was addressed to the Massachusetts Legis- 
ture last winter, asking that an institation may be 
punded for the reception and humane treatment of 
hose criminals who have been made so by intemper- 
nce. It breathes a most excellent spirit, and pre- 
nts many important facts in respect to the reforma- 
on of the unfortunate inebriates. Had we room we 
hould be glad to\present the Memorial entire in our 
aper; but our sheet is small. We have only room 
rone extract. 1 select that portion which relates to 
ohn Augustus, a Boston mechanic. Let every body 
ad it, and they will see what one poor man can do 
this brother man, who has a mind to work, and I 
ope some of our readers may be induced to imitate 
im. I dont certainly know who prepared the Memo- 

, but have good reason to believe that it was writ- 
n by our esteemed friend, E. K. Whitaker, arievot- 
J Washingtonian of Norfolk County. Here is the 
tract. J. M.S. 


“In the summer of 1841, Jonn Avcustvus, a man in 
mble life, now well known to the friends of tem- 
rance in Boston, and who deserves to be through- 
ut the State, visited the Police Court in Boston, and, 
ing very much interested in the case of a poor man, 
ho, for the vice of drunkenness, had been sentenced 
the House of Correction, — forward and offer- 
ito become bail for him. His proposal was accep- 
1. He paid, out of his own pocket, the fees of court, 
nounting toa few dollars, and took the condemned 
an with bim out of the Court Room. He persuaded 
m to sign the pledge, furnished him with food and 
igings, and at last secured employment for him, and 
bm henceforth the rescued drunkard became an in- 
strious and sober citizen. 
Mr. Augustus, inspired by the success of his first 
empt, and impelled by the yearnings of his noble 
art, continued his visit to the Police Court, and from 
gust, in the year 1841, to February of the present 
ar, has rescued from the jaws of the House of Cor- 
tion and from the fellowship of convicted felons, 
e hundred and seventy-six men and fifty-six wo- 
0,—in all, two hundred and thirty-two human beings, 
large portion of whom, but for the vice of intem- 
rance, would have enjoyed an unquestionable right 
the general regard of society.—Fortunately for this 
hevolent attempt to stand between the drunkard 
d the customary course of law, Mr. Augustus has 
erved a careful record of every case in which he 
s interested himself, and he is thus enabled to fur- 
h an intelligent account of a large portion of the 
sonsgwho, by his means, have been saved from con- 
ement in South Boston. Full three fourths of the 
mber, or about one hundred and seventy-five, are 
temperate and orderly citizens, and are gaining 
— livelihood. Above one half of the whole 
mber were residents of Boston, and the other half 
te temporary visiters tothe city from the country and 
m neighboring States, The proportion of foreign- 
was much larger of the men than the women. 
e amount of costs paid by Mr. Augustus, for the re- 
e of these persons, is $976 61. This amount has 
rly all been paid back to him by the persons thus 
ued. Of course, this amount of cost has been 
ed to the towns liable for it. It will be readily 
a, however, that a much larger sum has been sav- 
by so many intemperate persons having become 
eful citizens, instead of being shut up in prison at 
public charge.—To those towns in the country 
hich occasionally receive large bilis for the support 
drunkards in the House of Correction in South 
ston, this point is not unworthy of notice. These 
Nsiderations are glanced at, because, indeed, they 
buld not be overlooked ; but they are of little mo- 
Mt in comparison with the tears which have been 
pled, and the families which have been made hap- 
» by the restoration of so large a number of the 
fat human brotherhood, to temperance, usefulness 
‘ respectability.—By the minute and unquestiona- 
Precords kept by Mr. Augustus, rising eight tenths 
ali the persons sent to the House of Correction are 
Mt there for drunkenness. Through his Samaritan 
rts, the number of commitments for this dreadful 
* has been largely reduced,—and besides the di- 
lished expense, consequent upon such reduction, 
Community hes been incalculably blessed by the 


The following statement will show the actual re- 
on in the commitments to the House of Correc- 


tion, for drunkenness, since the Washingtonian re- 
form commenced in Boston, but, especially as result- 
ing from the efforts of Mr, Augustug, In 1841, they 
were 605; in 1842, they were 541; in 1843, 456; in 
1844, 407. On the first of January of the present 
year, the number of persons remaining in the House 
of Correction, committed by the Police Court, was 
only 123; of which number ove hundred and ten, 
were committed for drunkenness, viz: forty-seven 
males and sixty-three females, all other offences be- 
ing but thirteen. During the last year, Mr, Augustus 
has saved one hundred and twenty persons from the 
House of Correction; twenty of whom have since 
been sentenced to the House of Correction, the re- 
maining one hundred are doing well. It would be 
easy to show the actual amount in dollars and cents, 
saved to the State, by a result like this; but not as 
easy to exhibit the blessings resulting to the rescued 
men, or to their families, many of the members of 
which would, doubtless, otherwise have become out- 
casts, or have found their way to the Alms-houses. 
But your petitioners forbear furthes developments in 
relation to the House of Correction, having, it is be- 
lieved, a momentous bearing upon the subject of this 
petition. They believe, by going nicely into facts, it 
would be in their power to demonstrate, conclusively, 
that the Commonwealth will be largely benefitted by 
an entire change of the present method of commit- 
ments to the House of Correction in South Boston. 

It is impossible to enter, in detail, into the formida- 
ble difficulties which a humble mechanic, like Mr. 
Augustus, has had to encounter, in order to proceed 
in his beneficent work. To say nothing of the for- 
malities and liabilities which belong, alike, to all 
courts of law, he has, in most cases, provided a tem- 
pory home for his fallen brother, and allowed no rest 
to his head, until he has done his utmost to procure for 
him employment. It should be added that, within a 
few months, a number of the ‘ merchant princes,’ and 
other eminent philanthropists, of Boston, have given 
Mr. Augustus a substantial testimonial of their respect 
for his unwearied and invaluable services, Previous 
to this liberal act, Mr. A. had relied upon his own 
scanty resources, and had found it exceedingly diffi- 
cult to carry into effect his praiseworthy labors. 


~ 


HORRIBLE MURDER. 


Every week brings intelligence that some brutal 
murder has been committed. Executioners are busy 
in their work, but the wicked are not restrained, the 
hand of violence is not stayed. A murder it will be 
recollected was committed in Worcester, almost be- 
fore Barrett was cold in his grave! Two more have, 
within a few days, been committed by one individual, 
in this State!! And yet, the gallows, the frightful, 
the restraining, the sanctifying gallows, still stands ! 

The work of blood is not confined to this State. 
We learn from the Newark Post, that a terrible 
murder has just been committed by Henry Greene, 
He had been married but a few days, when he con- 
ceived the horrid idea of poisoning his wife. 

‘On the fourth day after their marriage, Greene 
visited Hoosack, in Rensselaer county, in company 
with his wife, her brother, a Mr. Niles, and several 
ladies. Among the ladies was one to whom he had 
formerly paid his addresses, and who had rejected his 
overtures for marriage. On this occasion she made 
herself very agreeable to him, and it is supposed that 
from this circumstance, he came to the conclusion 
tha: if his wife was out of the way, he might succeed 
with his former passion. 

On the following day his wife complained of having 
taken cold, and he gave her some pills which are 
now believed to have contained poison. In less than 
two hours she began to complain of being deadly sick 
and vomited violently. A physician was called, who 
left two white powders, but instead of giving her 
the medicine thus left, Greene gave her something 
that was white from a spoon mixed with water and 
which has since been ascertained to be arsenic by 
the dregs left in the spoon. The powder which he 
should have given he neglected to destroy, and the 
circumstance of the two powders being left after the 
medicine was known to have been administered, was 
the first circumstance which awakened suspicicn. 
Still, however, Mary Ann lingered, and it is believed 
that he continued to administer poisonous drugs in 
her nourishment up to the time of her death. 

It seems that on the third day of her illness, she 
began to suspect her husband of foul play, and up- 
braid him in mild and melting terms. She diedon 
the third day, and her brother then openly declard 
his belief in Greene’s guilt and accused him of the 
deed. Great excitement was manifested at his ¢x- 
amination, and the letter says that at least me 
thousand persons were present. He was commited 
for trial and lodged in the Troy jail. The trial cones 
on in April. The people of Rensselaer are mitch 
excited against him.’ 
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MURDER IN THE AUBURN PRISON. 


Ausurn, N. Y. March 10, 1845 


We thank Br. Graham for the following artijle. 
We feel grateful for the interest he has manifeste{ in 
behalf of our paper. Any aid he can render inex- 
tending its circulation will be gratefully acknw- 
ledged. 

x. SPEAR,—This morning (Sunday,) as the lon- 
victs in our Prison were marching from their Celk to 
their Chapel to attend Service, there was a muder 
committed by Henry Wyatt, a convict, upon vo 
Gordon another convict. The weapon used was jne 
half of a pair of Shears, which he divided. Ashe yas 


sprang forward ten feet, and caught his victim by the 
shoulder and plunged the instrament into his Ab- 
domen. The wound was such that he died almost 
instantly. 

He gave up his weapon to one of the keepers, and 
says he is now satisfied, and appears to rejoice that 
he has accomplished his object. He says he has been 
tryi. g to revenge himself for the six months past. 

It seems to have grown out of an old grudge. 
Gordon had told the keepers, that Wyatt come out 
of the Ohio State Prison. The latter was offended at 
this; and he sought revenge in this way. 

Wyatt says he killedhim so that he could not di- 
vulge any thing more. 

It seems that last fall Wyatt attempted, with some 
others, to get out of Prison, or there was a plan made 
to effect their escape. But before the time, some one 
of the convicts informed the keeper of it and prevented 
it. Now who knows but this man now dead is the 
one ? or it may be, he made up this story, to get fav- 
ors of the keeper, and Wyatt owed him a grudge for 
that.—I do not know how this 1s, but think it proba- 
ble. But this we know that one man is dead and kil- 
led by his brother man, and this we also know that 
we shall have another man killed by the State of 
New York, if Capital Punishment is not abolished be- 
fore our Legislature adjourns, which I see no symp- 
toms of yet. 

Poor Gordon was sent here for two years and three 
months for Burglary, and his time would have been 
out the 16th of June next. He was from Buffalo, 
but we do not know where his friends are. Wyatt was 
put in for ten years from last June, for Burglary and 
Larceny. He therefore had over nine years'to stay. 
He was from Livingston County. It is not known 
where his friends are living. These are the facts as I 
received them, and knowing that you feel an interest 
in the poor convict and criminal, I thought I would 
inform you of the facts. 


Under Sentence of Death! 


NEW YORK!  Bazsz, the pirate. Now 
confined in the Tombs, New York City. The 
time of execution is fixed by the Presidentin 
June 1845. 

James Eacar, for the murder of Pup 
Wiuiams. ‘Time of execution, Friday, May 
Ninth, 1845. 

MAINE! ‘Tomas Torn, for murder. 
Now confined at hard labor in the State Pri- 
son. Time of execution not fixed. The 
law is that a criminal shall not be executed 
till one year after sentence, and not even 
then without an order from the Executive. 


VERMONT! Eveene Cuirrorn, for the 
murder of his wife and child. Time of exe- 
cution not fixed. ‘The law is now that 
there shall be fifteen months between the 
sentence and execution, and then the crimi- 
nal is to be hung without an order from 
the Executive. 


MARYLAND! Henry W. McCurry, for 
the murder of Paul. Roux. Twenty days is 
allowed between sentence and execution. 


PENNSYLVANIA! Francis Baster, 
Tunkhannock, Wyoming Co. ‘To be hung 
on Friday, March 28th, 1845. Escaped 
from Prison. 

LOUISIANA! Pauting, the slave. Time 
of execution, March 28, 1846. 


i Executions are now private in the 
following states: Maine, Massachusetts, Ver- 
mont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, New York, Pennsylvania, and Mary- 
land. 









































































Tue Verpict.—At 6 o’clock, P. M., the jury re- 
turned into Court, and the excitement among the 
throng being so apparent the Sheriff deemed it neces- 
sary to caution against any expression of feeling on 
the announcement of the verdict. 

Mr. Fairchild was required to take his place at the 
bar, and the Clerk then called upon the Foreman in 
the customary manner, “ What say you, Mr. Foreman, 
is Joy H. Fairchild, the defendant at the bar, guilty or 
not guilty?” The reply was ‘“ Not Guilty,”—and 
despite the sheriff’s caution the audience were unable 
to restrain their applause.—Mr. F. then requested per- 
mission to say a few words, which being granted by 
the Court, he proceeded to declare his utter innocence 
of all criminal commerce with his accuser, and he 
thanked the Court, council and jury for their patience, 
fidelity and fairness. The time occupied by the jury 
after retiring is said to have been that they might re- 
view the whole case thoroughly to satisfy one of their 
number that the defendant was not only legally but 
morally innocent ; and this one, after the rendition, so 
expressed himself to Mr. F.—Of course, congratula- 
tions of friends were profuse, and many strangers 
pressed forward to take the Rev. Gentleman, his lady, 

and son, by the hand; and as they entered the private 

arriage, in waiting for them at the door of the Court 

ouse, the multitude assembled there, gave them three 
deafening cheers, in acknowledgment of which, Mr. 

F. bowed very modestly, and the carriage drove ra- 

pidly away.— Bee. 

We copy the above from the Bee, but we cannot be- 

lieve from all the circumstances connected with the 

trial that Mr. Fairchild is wholly innocent of the 


charges brought against him. Our opinion is, that 








passing along in a walk, where it was narrowjhe 


both parties were to blame in the affair. 


LECTURES ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


Appison Davis, of Lynn, will lecture on Capital 
Punishment, in the following places: 
Billerica, Wednesday, April 2. 
Chelmsford, Thursday, “ 3. 
Concord, Sunday, 6 
Middleton, Wednesday, 
Andover, Thursday, 
Methuen, Friday, 
East Bradford, Saturday, 
Haverhill, Sunday, 
West Newbury, Monday, 
Amesbury, Tuesday, 
Newburyport, Wednesday, 
Essex, Thursday, . 
Manchester, Friday, 18. 
Will the friends in the above places make the ne- 
cessary arrangements for these lectures, and give an 
extended notice to them ? 
{Collections will be taken at each meeting, to 
defray the expenses of the lecturer. 


16. 


ARAL ADDDADAAD ADAMO nrnr®v 


Donations.—We thankfully acknowledge the re- 
ception of aid from some of our kind friends. We 
need very much the assistance of those who wish 
‘to see this great reform carried forward. Our ex- 
pences are heavy, and our sacrifices must be great. 
Weare not at liherty to give the name of the first 
donor, though he is one of the most distinguished 
philanthropists in our city. 

A friend, - - - - 

Francis Jackson, - - - 

Rev. O. A. Skinner, - - 


ADR ALALALA DAN OOLOOIMOFOF wo" 


THE HANGMAN TO BE CONTINUED. 


PROSPECTUS. 


In consequence of numerous and urgent solici- 
tations, the Conductor of the Hangman has de- 
termined on continuing its publication for ong 
YEAR. 

A new volume will be commenced immediate- 
ly, without a week’s delay, upon the close of the 
present series of thirteen numbers. An experi- 
ment of three months has convinced the Conduc- 
tor as well as the public generally, that a paper 
devoted to the subject of the Apotition or Car- 
iTaL PunisuMent is absolutely necessary, espe- 
cially, at the present crisis. It is a lamentable 
and melancholy truth that among all the various 
pementons of the present day, there is not one 

nown in the whole world, to be expressly de- 
voted to this great subject. 

Several improvements have been suggested, 
which we shall adopt. 

It will be published weekly, and in the same 
form and size, with the same name. But to ren- 
der it still more acceptable to the public, there will 
be a somewhat wider range of the same general 
subject. 

I. Anecdotes illustrating the Influence of 
Kindness. 

II. Reviews of Works.on the general subject. 

III. Essays on the Causes and Preventives 
of Crime as well as the proper Mode of Punish- 
ment. 

IV. Criminal Statistics relating to Prisons 
generally. 

V. A List of those under Sentence of Death. 

VI. Foreign Correspondence. 

VII. Accounts of the Progress of Reform in 
the various Criminal codes throughout the world. 

VIII. The general news of the week. 

The columns of the paper will be enriched 
with the contributions of the present Associate 
Editor, J. M. Spear, and also with Essays from 
some of the most talented and popular writers of 
the day. 

Having visited a great number of prisons and 
collected a great variety of facts, we shall be en- 
abled to present the results of years of labor. 
The Haneman will be a FREE PAPER. Its 
columns will never be closed against any article 
written in a candid and judicious manner on 
either side of the general subject. 


TERMS. 


One Doxrtar a year, in advance. Twenty- 
FIVE Cents will be added for every three months’ 
delay. 

Subscriptions received for six months. 

Five dollars will be received in advance for 
six copies. Ten dollars in advance for thirteen 
copies. Single numbers two cents. 

Cuarces Spear, Editor and Proprietor. 

Joun Murray Spear, Associate Editor. 
Boston, March 12, 1845. 

sc PSubscribers will remember that a Post- 
master can send money if the letter is written by 
himself. 

The first number will be sent to all the former 
subscribers of the series of thirteen. Those who 
do not return the number will be considered as 





continuing their support. 





Several agents wanted to sell books, and pro- 








cure subscriptions. 
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THE GALLOWS. 


The good old Gallows, grim and tall, 
A lesson is to one and all ; 

Whoe’er in sin should chance to fall, 
Must here expire at Justice’s call. 


The Gallows is a Christian thing, 

And countless blessings will it bring. 
What tho’ the guiltless sometimes die ? 
‘The Law’s avenged |’ the ready cry. 


The glories of the Rope I sing, 

It is but meet its praise should ring ; 
For murderers, outlaws, traitors—all, 
Must here respond to Law’s stern call. 


For does it not say, in the Word of Truth, 

* An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth ?’ 

And the Gallows I’m sure is the thing in good sooth, 
To make one’s last moments pass easy and smooth. 


Then hail to the Gibbet, so tall and grim, 

With its sides so bare, so straight and slim ! 

We’ll soon put a stop to all crime thro’ the land, 

While the Christian Gallows is near at hand. 
Hartford Times. 


ADDO OO OO 


MEETING ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT IN MANSFIELD. 


Frienp Spear :—It must, indeed, prove grati- 
fying to you to learn that the great reform in 
which you are engaged is attracting the attention 
of the friends of humanity in different parts of 
the state. I have had the pleasure, during the 

resent week of attending a large and respecta- 
bie meeting, on the subject of Capital Punish- 
ment, which was held at Mason’s Hall, in Mans- 
field, on Thursday evening, March 6th. Sup- - 
posing it would afford you some pleasure to know 
how this important subject is affecting the minds 
of people in different parts of the community, 
I have taken the liberty to communicate to you 
the following account of this meeting. 

The Meeting was called to order by Mr. Otis 
Sweet, Jr, President of the Mansfield Lyceum, 
who made some appropriate remarks, and stated 
the question which had been proposed for dis- 
cussion—Ought Capital Punishment to be abol- 
ished ? 

Mr. N. Cook, Jr, opened the discussion in the 
affirmative, by calling the attention of the audi- 
ence to the great importance and solemnity of the 
question. He alluded briefly to the ‘Scripture 
argument” and portrayed the results which 
would follow a strict adherence to the Jewish 
Ritual. He said there was as much consistency 
in enforcing the whole law of Moses, as there 
was in abolishing a part of it and rigorously 
holding on to the rest. 

Foster Bryant Esq., spoke in favor of hanging, 
and ridiculed the importance of the subject by 
calling it a feverish excitement in the public mind, 
and classed it with Millerism, Mesmerism, &c. 
Mr. B. spoke of the Bible argument and law of Mo- 
ses, and gave some reasons for continuing the gal- 
lows. He believed if this punishment was abol- 
ished it would be followed with frequent assassi- 
nations by people taking the law into their own 
hands, and inflicting the punishment with bowie- 
knives, dirks and pistols. 

Mr. B. was followed by Mr. David Shepard, of 
Foxboro, in an able and interesting manner. Mr. 
S. said this fever was just what we wanted ; 
he hoped we should have more of it—he hoped 
it would run through the public mind and not 
be broken up until it had purified the political 
body of error and corruption; and then we 
might settle down into a peaceful state of mind, 
and feel much the better for this fever having its 
run. He contended that frequent hangings 
cheapened human life, and so blunted the sen- 
sibilities of society, that they could behold the 
judicial murder of a human being with as little 
concern as they witnessed the death of a dog. 
He spoke of the state of society in the Southern 
and Western states, and enumerated the number 
of crimes made capital by the laws of those states. 

Mr. Samuel B. Scheneck, of Foxboro, made 
some general remarks on the subject, and boldly 
denied the right which any man claimed of 
his fellow man. He said the commandment, 
‘Thou shalt not kill,’ was equally binding on 
all—the community as well as the individual in 
the community. 

Each speaker addressed the meeting several 
times, and was attentively listened too by the 
audience, estimated to be about two hundred in 
number. 

It is evident from the large number who at- 
tended this meeting, that there is considerable 
excitement on this subject in this part of the 
community. People who seldom, if ever, come 
out to such meetings, turned out on this occa- 
sion to hear the ‘ Hanging Question,’ as they 
called it, discussed. We were cheered by the 
presence of a larger number of ladies than usually 
attend our meetings. This greatly encouraged 
us, for we knew that when the ladies interested 


, themselves in any benevolent enterprize, it was 


sure to go ahead. 
There was a desire to hear more on the sub- 








ject, and the meeting adjourned to the 20th inst., 
when we expect the pleasure of hearing speakers 
from other towns. 

The ‘ Hangman’ is taken and read with much 
interest in this vicinity, and a desire is expressed 
for its continuance. With my best wishes for 
the success of the benevolent cause in which 
you are engaged, I remain your friend and fellow 
laborer, and am ever ready and willing to grant 
you my full support in promoting this worthy 
cause. , N. J. C. 

MansFie_p, March 8th, 1845. 


HOWARD, THE PHILANTHROPIST. 


He was a singular being in many of the com- 
mon habits of life ; he bathed daily in cold wa- 
ter; and both on rising and going to bed, 
swathed himself in coarse towels, wet with the 
coldest water ; in that state he remained half an 
hour or more, and then threw them off, fresh- 
ened and invigorated as he said, beyond meas- 
ure. He never put on a great coat in the 
coldest countries ; nor was ever a minute under 
or over the time of an appointment for twenty- 
six years. He never continued at a place, or 
with a person, a single day beyond the apy 
prefixed for going, in his life; and he had not, 
for the last ten years of his existence, eat any 
fish, flesh or fowl, nor sat down to his simple 
fare of tea, milk, and rusks, all that time. His 
journeys were continued from prison to prison; 
rom one group of wretched beings to another, 
night and day; and when he could not goina 
carriage, he would walk. Such a thing as an 
obstruction was out of the question. 

Some days after his first return from an at- 
tempt to mitigate the plague at Constantinople, 
he favored me with a morning visit to London. 
The weather was so very terrific, that I had 
forgot his inveterate exactness, and had yielded 
up the hope of expecting him. Twelve at noon 
was the hour; oul cnuel as the clock struck, 
he entered my room; the wet—for it rained in 
torrents—dripping from every part of his dress, 
like water from a sheep just landed from wash- 
ing. He would not have attended to his situa- 
tion, having sat himself down with the utmost 
composure, and begun conversation, had I not 
made an offer to dry his clothes. ‘ Yes,’ said 
he smiling, ‘I had my fears, as I knocked at 
your door, that we should go over the old busi- 
ness of apprehension about a little rain-water, 
which though it does not run off my back as it 
does from that of a duck, does me as little inju- 
ry, and after a long drought is scarcely less re- 
freshing. The coat that I have on has been as 
often wetted through as any duck’s in the world, 
and indeed gets no other cleaning. I assure 
you, a good soaking shower is the best brush 
for broadcloth. You, like the rest of my friends, 
throw away your pity upon my supposed hard- 
ships, with just as much reason as you com- 
miserate the common beggars, who, being fa- 
miliar with storms, necessity, and nakedness, 
are a thousand times (so forcible is habit) less 
to be compassioned than the sons and daughters 
of ease and luxury, who, accustomed to all the 
enfeebling refinements of feathers by night and 
fires by day, are taught to shiver at a breeze.’ 

All this is the work of art, my good friend ; 
nature is intrepid, hardy and adventurous; but 
it is a practice to spoil her with indulgences 
from the moment we come into the world. A 
soft dress and a soft cradle begin our education 
in luxury, and we do not grow more manly the 
more we are gratified; on the contrary, our 
feet must be wrapped in wool or silk; we must 
tread upon carpets; breathe, as it were, in fire; 
and fear the least change of weather. You 
smile,’ said Mr. Howard, after a pause, ‘but I 
am a living instance of the truths I insist on. 
A more puny youngster than myself was never 
seen. If I wet my feet I was sure to take cold. 
I could not put on my shirt without its being 
aired.  T’o be serious, I am convinced, that what 
emasculates the body, debilitates the mind, and 
renders both unfit for those exertions which are 
of such use to us social beings. I therefore en- 
tered upon a reform of my constitution, and have 
succeeded in such a degree that I have neither 
had a cough, cold, the vapors, nor any more 
alarming disorder, since I surmounted the sea- 
soning.—Pratt’s Gleanings. 


APrALALPLAAMOOmmannrvnnowmrrrrrnre ew" 


THE HORRORS OF TRANSPORTATION, 


Mr. M’Carthy delivered a lecture on transpor- 
tation in the Temperance Hall, Glasgow, re- 
cently. After a brief introduction, Mr. M’Carthy 
said, that many persons, in their ignorance, com- 
mitted crime purposely to be transported. Un- 
fortunately, boys had thrown their caps up in 
open Court, and huzzaed at the close of their sen- 
tence of transportation. ‘But, alas!’ said the 
lecturer, ‘how little they knew of the hunger, 
slavery, degradation, exile, dirt, sin, and tyranny, 
awaiting them! They little thought of the bay- 
onet, the cat o’-nine tails, the blood-clotted trian- 
gle, the leg-chains and handcuffs, the gory 
scourge, the night watch and blood hounds, the 
chain-gang and gallows !—Surely, if they did, 
they would never rejoice. The emigrant is well 





fed, the convict starved. The emigrant is re- 
spectably dressed ; the convict all mottled in va- 
rious degrading colors. The emigrant has a bed; 
the convict a cave or wooden bench. The emi- 
grant has property and wages; the cohvict no 
wages, his sole property, an iron ring or a chain 
on his leg. Wages? A military guard, and an 
iron-hearted overlooker. Wages? Cold half- 
baked dough of maize meal, the same as they feed 
cows and pigs with, and cold salt beef like a 
block, after it has gone round the globe in her 
Majesty’s men of war, and condemned, 20 years 
old. Salt pork from Tahiti, tough as sole leather, 
and full of animaleule. Wages, indeed. The 
cats and triangle. Wages are out of the ques- 
tion, 


When a convict ship reaches its destination, 
the unhappy company are marshalled on deck, 
chained in couples, guarded in boat loads to the 
shore. They are then taken to a large barrack at 
Sydney or Hobert Town ; the government or co- 
lonial officers come in a body to examine these 
outcasts of their native soil; the surgeon-com- 
mander brings out a government paper for every 
man, called an indenture. This paper is under 
many heads; their name or names, height, age, 
country, color of hair, eyes, moles, marks, how 
often in jail, what jails, what crime. The gov- 
ernor stands by, while his head officer holds this 
indenture in his hand, and asks his questions 
from it. Ifthe poor man should tell a falsehood, 
woe to his after life. Up to 1838, the convicts 
were hired out to settlers on their arrival; but 
their conduct was so bad, that now every man, 
whether a gentleman or otherwise, is compelled 
to work six months upon the government works ; 
which is for fifteen hours per day, carrying stones 
or timber, felling wood, pushing heavy barrows, 
working on new roads, cleaning the bottom of 
the docks and harbor, up to the armpits in 
the tide. When they push down their spdes, 
the water covers their face; in using the 
pickaxe, they are wet to the head. They are 
mostly all fast to a large chain, to prevent their 
drowning ; they dive and clear away for masons 
to build the new quays, &c. Their food: 101-2 
Ibs. of maizemeal per week ; 7 Ibs. of salt beef, 
mostly unfit for use, or 4 1-2 lbs. of salt pork; 8 
oz. of soap; 2 1-2 oz. of salt. No wages; no to- 
bacco, nor any other comfort. Clothes: grey 
cloth cap, broad arrow stamped on it, grey trow- 
sers ; short jacket, half yellow, half grey; stock- 
ings grey, white rings; shirt grey canvass; no 
handkerchief or neckeloth ; clothes all too small. 
After six months of this life, the authorities 
think the convicts sufficiently drilled for assign- 
ment. 

On a certain day advertised in the Government 
Gazette—the settlers, farmers, and master me- 
chanics, come to the barrack for Government 
servants, as they are called: these convicts are 
all marched out in a long line of rows, the pur- 
chasers walk along the line of white slaves, and 
pick out such as suit them; the purchaser bids 
the convict walk, run, hold up his leg, arm, &c., 
hits his chest or back to prove if he is asthmatic 
orshort in his breath ; if he is sound in wind and 
limb, he bids him stand on one side until he picks 
from the rest; when he has enough, he goes to 
an office, where he pays Government £1 for his 
slops, the yellow dress (they call them canaries,) 
half-tanned shoes, cap, three shirts, a little wool 
pad, or bed, a small rug horse-cloth.—This is the 
convict’s outfit. He then has to walk to the 
home of his new employer, thatis tyrant. There 
is a set of laws made for the convict population, 
that mean anything or nothing, or everything. 
Two magistrates can order a man fifty lashes of 
the double, or Government cat; you can’t speak, 
you are a convict; presumption is against you; 
you must be fel The scourger comes, ties 
you up and his bloody lash scatters the flesh your 
mother kissed so often; tears away the blood that 
your father reared with so much care ; if not, the 
chain gang is your fate; you are doomed, your 
heels loaded with cankering heavy irons, to work 
on the hot burning dusty roads until your flesh is 
scorched like copper, and your hair yellow as 
jauidice; your eyes sore and running from hot 
wids of the climate ; your bleeding wrist carry- 
ing your chain; sometimes, oh! horrible! you 
aredoomed to a penal settlement for life ; a gath- 
erhg of all human woes; black despair; a land 
of horror ; a second hell where nothing but sad- 
nes dwells. [Here the lecturer stripped and 
tuned up his sleeves to show the manner of pun- 
ishng with the lash; he exhibited four scourges, 
the first, the small military cat; the second, the 
naval cat; the third the thief’s, or double cat; 
and lastly, the dreadful scourge of Norfolk Is- 
lani.} 

Out of a large district of convicts, amounting 
to {0,000 ; 22,000 had been convicted and flog- 
ged their flesh scattered, their blood spilled, 
ther spirit broken, their strength reduced, their 
life shortened, their death miserable. Sad is the 
conrict’s funeral—his grave is desolate in its mis- 
ery none to pray, none to pay nature’s last tri- 
buts to humanity, but the wild sea bird, which 
sigls the requiem of the murdered exile. His 
undiained spirit has fled aloft—escaped from the 
degaded body that finds the solitary sea-washed 
sepilchre of the drunkard’s child on the distant 


strands of Tasmania. The convict is dead in lay. 
hecan hold no property ; you might snatch th, 
bread out of his teeth. No person need pay hig 
any wages, though he has a ticket of leay 
Colonel Breton states : ‘I have seen him at won 
when the thermometor stood 115 in the sun, be} 

about twice the heat of our summer day ; the sy 
burns ulcers on the back of their necks. Th 
gangs are, in the country, locked up in squay 
boxes, moveable, like wild beasts, sixteen in eae 
box, allowing eighteen inches for every my 
At Sydney they sleep in hulks, twelve in 
large bench, all a mass of filth. Their count 

nances are demoniac, and shocking to beholj 
Sometimes in the hulks, there are cells so smj 
that they cannot lie on their backs. 

For the Ear-ache.—To hear that arich old cody 
has died and left you a thousand dollars: For avary 
—To fall in love with a pretty woman; For a ex 
ea pee her head off when all other remedies hay 
ailed! 











Titles of Jesus. 


By Cuartes Spear. 
Sixteenth edition, with rich Steel Engravings. Price § 


‘ies work has received high commendations boi 
_in this country and in Europe. We subjoin af 
notices from abroad. 

From the Enquirer, London. 

‘The author has brought together, with great di 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied, 
Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether | 
eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrag 
practically, conveying much useful comment in a po 
ular style, accompanied by a great variety of valuab 
moral and devotional sentiment. We believe it is, 
yet scarcely known at this side of the Atlantic, but; 
| would probably, suit the wants of many, and be 
teemed a valuable addition to our valuable stock 
practical divinity. We have no hesitation in expr 
sing our approbation of its prevailing opinions a 
tendency, and our hope that it will meet with a w 
come amongst us.” 


From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 
‘We recommend this work to Christian families 
a useful and interesting auxiliary to their devotion 
exercises, Werecommend it to congregational lib 
ries, as a work that will seldom be allowed to 
upon the shelves. We recommend it to Sunda 
school teachers as one of the best manuals we know 
for rational oe rear and for practical lessons ¢ 
piety and morali And since it !s one of the goody 





ity. 
ashions of the present day for all persons who woul 
aspire to any degree of literary taste, to display lit 
rary ornaments on their drawing-room tables, we cz 
confidently recommend it for this purpose too. | 
typography, paper, and binding, it is beautifully g 
up. It contains fine engravings by an eminent Am 
rican artist. And if visitors have occasionally to 
a few minutes for the appearance of the mistress 
the house, we do not know how they could spend th 
time more pleasantly, than in perusing a section 
the “ Names and Titles of Jesus.”’ 


From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 


‘This is a yp interesting work, devotional 
practical in its character and design. No one a 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasuz 
Even in places in which an individual may see r 
sons to differ from the writer, he must still admire} 
power of moral discrimination, and feel at one wi 
his love and veneration of the character of Christ.’ 
This work is not in the trade, but it is published 
sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. Brigg 
403 Washington Street, and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhil. 





Essays on the Punishment of Death. 


By Cuartes Spear. 
Twelfth Edition, with fine Engravings. Price 621-2 


yy work is intended to present a concise a 
4 practical view of Capital punishment. In prey 
ing the work the author had access to many valuab 
foreign publications, scarcely known, in this count 
The work contains sixteen Essays ; one chapter et 
bodying O’CONNELL’S speech on the subject. 

Also a view of all the capital offences in the Uni0t 
a labor said by distinguished jurists never to hé 
been accom lished before. 

This work has passed through twelve editions! 
about a year. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


‘If any man can read these Essays and not be ¢? 
vinced that legal killing has incited to four muriét 
for every one it has prevented, he must, it seems to 
be steeled against the force of evidence, and the { 
of shedding innocent blood. We hope this book 
be widely circulated, though the author, being pom 
publishes his book himself, and goes about to sell it 
he can, which will retard its dissemination. 
facts here industriously collected—the recorded op! 
ions of Beccaria, Blackstone, Montesquieu, Frank 
Rush, Smollett, Lafayette, Channing, Edward Lif 
ingston, O’Connell, &c.,—are alone worth double 
cost of the volume. To the more general reader, '! 
work must be more interesting, than the freshest no" 
can be—so various and thrilling are its incidental p 
traitures of the human heart and life—of our crimi®™ 
laws, and their hardly more criminal victims,’— 
York Tribune. 

‘The author seems to have compassed the wh 
subject ; and to us his arguments, figures, and fac! 
strengthen a conviction that our whole heart and jvé 
ment assent to, viz., that the punishment of dea! 
should be stricken from the statute books of every §" 
ernment whose laws are professedly based upon! 
ethics of Christ..—Hunt’s Merchant’s Magazine, N. 


Published and sold by the author, and by his age®! 
Bela Marh, 25 Cornhill, and George W. Briggs, » 
Washington Street, where also subscriptions for tt 





Hangman will be received, and single numbers $ 
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